
 

 

History     Purpose of Study: 

 
At St Joseph’s we believe a high-quality history education will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. It will inspire pupils’ curiosity to know more about the past. Teaching should equip 
pupils to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and judgement. History helps pupils to understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of societies and 
relationships between different groups, as well as their own identity and the challenges of their time. 
 
History in EYFS: 
 

Three and Four-
Year-Olds 

Understanding the World •        Begin to make sense of their own life-story and family’s history. 

Reception Understanding the World •        Comment on images of familiar situations in the past. 
•        Compare and contrast characters from stories, including figures from the past. 

ELG 
Understanding 

the World 
Past and 
Present 

•        Talk about the lives of people around them and their roles in society. 
•        Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. 
•        Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling. 

 
National Curriculum Aims (Progression Map): 
 

  KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

  
Historical 

Interpretations 

Children should understand some of the ways in which 
we find out about the past and identify different ways in 
which it is represented. 
Children can: 

a) start to compare two versions of a past event; 
b) observe and use pictures, photographs and 

artefacts to find out about the past; 
c) start to use stories or accounts to distinguish 

between fact and fiction; 
d) explain that there are different types of 

evidence and sources that can be used to help 
represent the past. 

Children should understand how our knowledge of the past is 
constructed from a range of sources. 
Children can: 

a) look at more than two versions of the same event or story in 
history and identify differences; 

b) investigate different accounts of historical events and be able to 
explain some of the reasons why the accounts may be different. 

Children should understand how our knowledge of the past is 
constructed from a range of sources. 
Children can: 

a) find and analyse a wide range of evidence about the past; 
b) use a range of evidence to offer some clear reasons for different 

interpretations of events, linking this to factual understanding 
about the past; 

c) consider different ways of checking the accuracy of 
interpretations of the past; 

d) start to understand the difference between primary and 
secondary evidence and the impact of this on reliability; 

e) show an awareness of the concept of propaganda; 
f) know that people in the past represent events or ideas in a way 

that may be to persuade others; 
g) begin to evaluate the usefulness of different sources. 

  
Historical 

Investigations 

Children should ask and answer questions, using other 
sources to show that they know and understand key 
features of events. 
Children can: 

a) observe or handle evidence to ask simple 
questions about the past; 

b) observe or handle evidence to find answers to 
simple questions about the past on the basis 
of simple observations; 

c) choose and select evidence and say how it can be 
used to find out about the past. 

Pupils should regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid 
questions about change, cause, similarity and difference, and 
significance. 
Children should construct informed responses that involve thoughtful 
selection and organisation of relevant historical information. 
Children can: 

a) use a range of sources to find out about the past; 
b) construct informed responses about one aspect of life or a key event 

in the past through careful selection and organisation of relevant 
historical information; 

c) gather more detail from sources such as maps to build up a clearer 
picture of the past; 

d) regularly address and sometimes devise own questions to find 
answers about the past; 

e) begin to undertake their own research. 

Pupils should regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid 
questions about change, cause, similarity and difference, and 
significance. 
Children should construct informed responses that involve 
thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical 
information. 
Children can: 

a) recognise when they are using primary and secondary sources 
of information to investigate the past; 

b) use a wide range of different evidence to collect evidence about 
the past, such as ceramics, pictures, documents, printed sources, 
posters, online material, pictures, photographs, artefacts, 
historic statues, figures, sculptures, historic sites; 



 

 

c) select relevant sections of information to address 
historically valid questions and construct detailed, informed 
responses; 

d) investigate their own lines of enquiry by posing historically valid 
questions to answer. 

  

Chronological 
Understanding 

Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, using 
common words and phrases relating to the passing of 
time. They should know where the people and events 
they study fit within a chronological framework. 
Children can: 

a) sequence artefacts and events that are close 
together in time; 

b) order dates from earliest to latest on simple 
timelines; 

c) sequence pictures from different periods; 
d) describe memories and changes that have 

happened in their own lives; 
e) use words and phrases such as: old, new, earliest, 

latest, past, present, future, century, new, newest, 
old, oldest, modern, before, after to show the 
passing of time. 

Pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure 
knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history, 
establishing clear narratives within and across the periods they study. 
Children can: 

a) sequence several events, artefacts or historical figures on a 
timeline using dates, including those that are sometimes further 
apart, and terms related to the unit being studied and passing of 
time; 

b) understand that a timeline can be divided into BC (Before Christ) 
and AD (Anno Domini). 

Pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure 
knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history, 
establishing clear narratives within and across the periods they 
study. 
Children can: 

a) order an increasing number of significant events, 
movements and dates on a timeline using dates 
accurately; 

b) accurately use dates and terms to describe historical events; 
c) understand and describe in some detail the main changes to an 

aspect in a period in history; 
d) understand how some historical events/periods occurred 

concurrently in different locations, e.g. Indus Valley and Ancient 
Egypt. 

Presenting, 
Organising and 
Communicating 

Pupils should use a wide vocabulary of everyday 
historical terms. 
Children can: 

a) show an understanding of historical terms, 
such as monarch, parliament, government, 
war, remembrance; 

b) talk, write and draw about things from the past; 
c) use historical vocabulary to retell simple stories 

about the past; 
d) use drama/role play to communicate their 

knowledge about the past. 

Pupils should develop the appropriate use of historical terms. 
Children can: 

a) use and understand appropriate historical vocabulary to 
communicate information such as ruled, reigned, empire, 
invasion, conquer, kingdoms; 

b) present, communicate and organise ideas about the past using 
models, drama role play and different genres of writing including 
letters, recounts, poems, adverts, diaries, posters and guides; 

c) start to present ideas based on their own research about a studied 
period. 

Pupils should develop the appropriate use of historical terms. 
Children can: 

a) know and show a good understanding of historical vocabulary 
including abstract terms such as democracy, civilisation, social, 
political, economic, cultural, religious; 

b) present, communicate and organise ideas about from the past 
using detailed discussions and debates and different genres of 
writing such as myths, instructions, accounts, diaries, letters, 
information/travel guides, posters, news reports; 

c) plan and present a self-directed project or research about the 
studied period. 

 
 
National Curriculum Subject Content: 
 

Key Stage 1 National Curriculum Expectations Key Stage 2 National Curriculum Expectations 

Pupils should be taught about: 
● changes within living memory. Where appropriate, these should be used to reveal aspects of change in national 

life; 
● events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally [for example the Great Fire of London, the 

first aeroplane flight or events commemorated through festivals or anniversaries]; 
● the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements. 

Some should be used to compare aspects of life in different periods [for example Elizabeth I and Queen Victoria, 
Christopher Columbus and Neil Armstrong, William Caxton and Tim Berners-Lee, Pieter Bruegel the Elder and LS 
Lowry, Rosa Parks and Emily Davison, Mary Seacole and/or Florence Nightingale and Edith Cavell]; 

● significant historical events, people and places in their own locality. 

Pupils should be taught about: 
● changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age; 
● the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain; 
● Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots; 
● the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the Confessor; 
● a local history study; 
● a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066; 
● the achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first civilizations appeared and 

a depth study of one of the following: Ancient Sumer; The Indus Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang Dynasty of 
Ancient China; 

● Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the western world; 
● a non-European society that contrasts with British history – one study chosen from: early Islamic civilization, 

including a study of Baghdad c. AD 900; Mayan civilization c. AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-1300. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
In Key Stage 1, pupils will study: 
(N.B. A local history study will be incorporated into and annual theme week, focusing on and celebrating the history and geography of the local area) 
 

Topic Toys Past and Present 
Y1 

Intrepid Explorers 
Y1 

Castles 
Y1 

Guy Fawkes and the 
Gunpowder Plot – Y2 

Florence Nightingale 
Y2 

 

What were Seaside Holidays 
Like in the Past? 

Y2 
Overview Our Toys in the Past KS1 History unit 

allows Year 1 children to jump feet 
first into the fun-filled world of toys! 
The children will explore the history 
of toys, as they think about and 
discuss their favourite toys and then 
go on to look at what toys were like 
in the past and how they are 
different to toys today. 

The Interpid Explorers unit 
introduces the children in Year 1 to 
two intrepid explorers. The class will 
‘meet’ Christopher Columbus and 
Neil Armstrong, investigating why 
they are remembered today, what 
they achieved and how they are 
similar to or different from each 
other. Once they have all the 
information they need, the class can 
then use what they have learnt to 
decide who the greater explorer was. 
Will they be Team Columbus or 
Team Armstrong? 

This KS1 Castles Topic for Year 1 is 
stuffed to the battlements with 
engaging and inspiring teaching 
resources to get the class of little 
lords and ladies excited about 
Castles! The children will learn 
about the history of medieval 
castles and the Normans, where 
castles are built, who lived in 
castles, the structure of castles, 
and so much more. 

This Guy Fawkes history topic 
teaches the children in Year 2 all 
about Guy Fawkes and Bonfire 
Night. They will learn why Bonfire 
Night is celebrated, why lots of 
the people living in England 
didn't like King James I and who 
Guy Fawkes was. 

Meet Florence Nightingale, one 
of Britain's most famous 
historical figures, with this 
Florence Nightingale unit for Year 
2. The children will find out 
about her remarkable life as they 
journey through lessons about 
her youth, her famous voyage to 
Scutari, and the work she did 
there, as well as the work she did 
in her later years to improve 
nursing and hospital care. 

In this unit, the Year 2 class 
explore seaside holidays in the 
past. They then investigate what 
we like about seaside holidays 
today before taking a look back 
to Victorian seaside holidays, 
why they became popular and 
how they have changed since. 
The children will compare 
seaside holidays now to seaside 
holidays in the past and develop 
a chronological understanding of 
changes. 

Key Knowledge: 
 

-know the characteristics of toys 
-know appropriate vocabulary to 
describe their toys 
-know how they could find out about 
what toys were like in the past 
-know that toys in the past were 
different to toys today 
-know how to describe toys of the past 
-know questions to ask about toys 
-understand the term ‘decade’ 
-know how to order decades 
chronologically 
-know some toys which were popular in 
particular decades 
-know differences between old toys and 
new toys 
-know how to describe old and new toys 
using appropriate vocabulary 
-know how to sort old and new toys into 
categories 
-know that some of the types of toys 
they play with were played with by 
children in the past too 
-know similarities between old and new 
toys 
-know some differences between old and 
new toys 
-know how to organise toys into 
categories 
-know how to order some toys  
chronologically 
-know how to use a timeline to organise 
toys 

-know that Christopher Columbus lived a 
long time ago? 
-know that Christopher Columbus was 
an explorer?  
-know ways in which life was different 
when Christopher Columbus was alive?  
-know what a sea journey in the 15th 
century might have been like?  
-know what a sea journey today might 
be like?  
-know what Columbus discovered and 
why this was significant?  
-know that Columbus bought new things 
to Europe from the Americas? -know 
that Columbus did not discover what he 
thought he discovered? 
-know key facts about Neil Armstrong?  
-know some of the aspects of life in the 
1960s?  
Can children describe the events 
surrounding the first landing on the 
moon? Can children express how the 
astronauts might have felt during the 
Apollo 11 mission? Can children describe 
some of the ways in which space 
exploration has had an impact on our 
lives today? Do children understand how 
to compare two individuals? Can 
children identify and describe ways in 
which Armstrong and Columbus were 
similar to each other? Can children 
identify and describe ways in which 
Armstrong and Columbus were different 

-know who invaded England 
-know where the main battle between 
William and Harold took place 
 -identify and name ‘motte and bailey’ 
castles and ‘keep and bailey’ castles –-
-identify similarities and differences 
between the castles 
-know why castles were important for 
the Norman invaders 
-describe the features of a castle 
-know some of the people who lived 
in a medieval castle 
-know some of the different jobs in a 
medieval castle 
-know who was powerful in medieval 
times 
-know why the peasants did not think 
the tax was fair 
-know what the taxes were used for 
-know how taxes were spent in 
medieval times and how they are 
spent now 

-know vocabulary to use to talk 
about a time they saw a bonfire or 
fireworks  
-know how to use the past tense 
when talking about historical events  
-know questions to use to find out 
more information  
-know the names of King James I and 
Queen Elizabeth I  
-know how to use the past tense 
when talking about historical events  
-explain why the Catholics were 
unhappy 
-explain who Guy Fawkes was 
 -know why Fawkes and the other 
conspirators created the gunpowder 
plot   
-know who Guy Fawkes was  
-know why Fawkes and the other 
conspirators created the Gunpowder 
Plot  
-know vocabulary to describe how 
Fawkes and his conspirators would 
be feeling on the day of the plot 
-know why Guy Fawkes is famous  
-know the main events of the 
Gunpowder plot 

-know when Florence Nightingale 
lived 
 -know the expectations on a rich 
woman in Victorian times  
-know Florence Nightingale’s 
ambitions in life  
-know why Florence Nightingale 
travelled to the Scutari hospital 
-explain what the journey would 
have been like 
 -describe the conditions Florence 
Nightingale and the other nurses 
were met with when they reached 
Scutari  
-know some of the changes Florence 
Nightingale made at the Scutari 
hospital 
-explain how these changes helped 
the patients at the hospital 
-know the differences in the Scutari 
hospital before and after Florence 
Nightingale’s arrival 
 -recognise why Florence Nightingale 
became famous 
-describe some of the things 
Florence Nightingale contributed to 
nursing in her later life 
 -know how to compare famous 
people today to Florence Nightingale 
-identify similarities and differences 
between nurses today and in the 
time of Florence Nightingale 

-know in which parts of the year key 
holidays take place 
-identify features associated with 
seaside holidays  
-know activities that people might 
do at the seaside  
-know that they can find out 
information about the past from 
photographs 
-know how to use photographs to 
find out clues about what seaside 
holidays were like in the past 
-know how to order photographs 
chronologically 
-know that seaside holidays have 
not always been popular 
-know when seaside holidays 
started to become popular 
-know reasons for why seaside 
holidays became popular in the 19th 
century 
 -describe some of the features of 
seaside holidays 100 years ago 
-display knowledge of Victorian 
seaside holidays in a variety of ways 
-know how to organise photographs 
chronologically 
-identify features of seaside holidays 
from 3 different eras 
-know differences between seaside 
holidays in different eras 



 

 

from each other? Can the children state 
what they have learnt about Armstrong 
and Columbus? Can the children recall 
differences between the two explorers? 
Can the children choose who they think 
the greatest explorer was, giving reasons 
for their choice? 

-identify differences in general 
medical care today and in Victorian 
times 
 -describe some basic first aid? 
-know and describe the main events 
in Florence Nightingale’s life 
-know words relating to the passing 
of time, e.g. before, after, next, etc. 
-know how to order events 
chronologically 

-identify ways in which holidays in 
the past and holidays today are 
similar 
-identify ways in which holidays in 
the past and holidays today are 
different 

 

 
Key Skills: 

-children describe toys by their 
characteristics 
-children use appropriate vocabulary to 
describe their toys 
-children make suggestions for how they 
could find out about what toys were like 
in the past 
-children know that toys in the past were 
different to toys today 
-children describe toys of the past 
-children discuss toys and 
ask questions about them 
-children understand the term ‘decade’ 
-children order decades chronologically 
-children identify some of the toys that 
were popular in particular decades 
-children recognise differences between 
old toys and new toys 
-children describe old and new toys using 
appropriate  vocabulary 
-children sort old and new  toys into 
categories 
-children know that some of the types of 
toys they play with were played with by 
children in the past too 
-children identify similarities between old 
and new toys 
-children identify differences between 
old and new toys 
-children organise toys into categories 
-children order toys chronologically 
children use a timeline to organise toys 

-children identify ways in which life was 
different when Christopher Columbus 
was alive 
-children describe what a sea journey in 
the 15th century might have been like 
-children compare a modern sea journey 
with a sea journey in the 15th century  
-children ask and answer questions 
about the life and achievements of 
Columbus 
 -children find out and describe facts 
about Neil Armstrong 
-children describe some of the aspects of 
life in the 1960s 
-children compare life in different time 
periods 
-children describe the events 
surrounding the first landing on the 
moon 
-children express how the astronauts 
might have felt during the Apollo 11 
mission 
-children describe some of the ways in 
which space exploration has had an 
impact on our lives today 
-children understand how to compare 
two individuals 
-children identify and describe ways in 
which Armstrong and Columbus were 
similar to each other 
-children identify and describe ways in 
which Armstrong and Columbus were 
different from each other 
-children state what they have learnt 
about Armstrong and Columbus 
-children recall differences between the 
two explorers  
-children choose who they think the 
greatest explorer was, giving reasons for 
their choice 

-children can ask questions to find out 
more information 
- children can find similarities and 
differences between the castles 
-children can say why castles were 
important for the Norman invaders 
-children can describe the features of 
a castle 
-children can find similarities and 
differences between the castles C 
-children can say why castles were 
important 
-children can say some of the people 
who lived in a medieval castle 
 -children can name some of the 
different jobs in a medieval castle 
-children can say who was powerful in 
medieval times 
-children can say why the peasants did 
not think the tax was fair -the children 
explain what the taxes were used for 
-children compare how taxes were 
spent in medieval times and how they 
are spent now 

-children talk about a time they saw 
a bonfire or fireworks 
-children use the past tense when 
talking about historical events 
-children ask questions to find out 
more information 
-children name King James I and 
Queen Elizabeth I 
-children use the past tense when 
talking about historical events 
-children explain why the Catholics 
were unhappy 
-children explain who Guy Fawkes 
was 
-children understand why Fawkes 
and the other conspirators created 
the gunpowder plot 
-children think of relevant 
arguments to influence Guy Fawkes’ 
decision 
-children explain who Guy Fawkes 
was 
-children understand why Fawkes 
and the other conspirators created 
the Gunpowder Plot 
-children say how Fawkes and his 
conspirators would be feeling on the 
day of the plot 
-children explain why Guy Fawkes is 
famous 
-children understand why Fawkes 
and the other conspirators created 
the Gunpowder Plot 
-children retell the events of the 
Gunpowder plot 

-children know when Florence 
Nightingale lived 
-children understand the 
expectations on a rich woman in 
Victorian times 
-children equate Florence 
Nightingale’s ambition with their 
own ideas about what they want to 
be when they grow up 
-children know why Florence 
Nightingale travelled to the Scutari 
hospital 
-children explain what the journey 
would have been like and why 
-children describe the conditions 
Florence Nightingale and the other 
nurses were met with when they 
reached Scutari 
-children identify some of the 
changes Florence Nightingale made 
at the Scutari hospital 
-children explain how these changes 
helped the patients at the hospital 
-children compare the Scutari 
hospital before and after Florence 
Nightingale’s arrival 
-children recognise why Florence 
Nightingale became famous 
-children describe some of the 
things Florence Nightingale 
contributed to nursing in her later 
life 
-children compare famous people 
today to Florence Nightingale 
-children identify similarities and 
differences between nurses today 
and in the time of Florence 
Nightingale 
-children identify differences in 
general medical care today and in 
Victorian times 
-children describe some basic first 
aid 
-children recall and describe the 
main events in Florence 
Nightingale’s life 
-children use words relating to the 
passing of time, e.g. before, after, 
next, etc. 

-children know in which parts of the 
year key holidays take place 
-children identify features 
associated with seaside holidays  
-children discuss activities that 
people might do at the seaside 
-children know that they can find 
out information about the past from 
photographs 
-children use photographs to find 
out clues about what seaside 
holidays were like in the past 
-children order photographs 
chronologically 
-children know that seaside holidays 
have not always been popular 
-children give reasons for why 
seaside holidays became popular in 
the 19th century 
-children use photo to find out facts 
about the past 
-children describe some of the 
features of seaside holidays 100 
years ago 
-children display knowledge of 
Victorian seaside holidays in a 
variety of ways 
-children organise photographs 
chronologically 
-children identify features of seaside 
holidays from 3 different eras 
-children discuss differences 
between seaside holidays in 
different eras 
-children identify ways in which 
holidays in the past and holidays 
today are similar 
-children identify ways in which 
holidays in the past and holidays 
today are different 
-children make deductions about 
the past from a variety of sources 



 

 

-children order events 
chronologically? 

Key Vocabulary Toys, past, different, decade, 
popular, old, new, museum, category  

Christopher Columbus, Europe, 
America, Asia, voyage, modern, 
exploration, explorer, Apollo 11, 
astronaut, Neil Armstrong,  

Invaded, England, castle, motte, 
bailey, drawbridge, keep, 
medieval, powerful, siege, defense 

Catholics, Protestants, Houses of 
Parliament, gunpowder, guard, 
captured, King James I, plotters, 
high treason, barrels, England, 
Robert Catesby, prison, Guy 
Fawkes 
 

nurse, Florence Nightingale, 
Mary Seacole, Edith Cavell, 
soldiers, World War 1, hospital, 
injured, significant, important, 
inspired, problem, solution, 
remembered, changed, compare 

Chronology, holiday, seaside, 
Victorian, Edwardian,  
 

National Curriculum 
Links 

changes within living memory. Where 
appropriate, these should be used to 
reveal aspects of change in national 
life 

the lives of significant individuals in 
the past who have contributed to 
national and international 
achievements. Some should be used 
to compare aspects of life in 
different periods 

significant historical events, people 
and places in their own locality 

events beyond living memory 
that are significant nationally or 
globally 

the lives of significant individuals 
in the past who have contributed 
to national and international 
achievements. Some should be 
used to compare aspects of life in 
different periods 

changes within living memory. 
Where appropriate, these should 
be used to reveal aspects of 
change in national life 

 
In Lower Key Stage 2, pupils will study: 
 

Topic Stone Age to Iron Age 
Y3 

 

Invaders and Settlers: Romans 
Y3 

 

Ancient Egypt 
Y3 

 

Early Civilisations 
Y4 

 

Anglo-Saxons, Picts and Scots 
Y4 

 

The Maya 
Y4 

 
Overview In this unit, Year 3 will investigate 

what life was like in Britain from the 
Stone Age to the Iron Age. The 
children will journey through a 
million years of prehistory as they 
explore the Stone Age, Bronze Age 
and Iron Age, discovering how 
humans first came to Britain, how 
they lived and what developments 
were made during each era. 

 

Year 3 will learn all about the Roman 
invaders and settlers who came to 
Britain.  The unit teaches the class 
everything they need to know about 
the rise of Roman Britain, opposition 
from the Celts, the legacy that was 
left behind when they went home, 
and much more. 

 

In this topic about ancient Egypt 
the children in Year 3 will be 
fully immersed in learning about 
the ancient Egyptians. They will 
locate the ancient Egyptians in 
time and place, and learn all 
about their fascinating lives and 
culture. 

The children in Year 4 will 
learn when and where the 
earliest civilisations appeared 
(including Ancient Sumer, 
Indus Valley, Ancient Egypt 
and the Shang Dynasty) and 
will be introduced to the 
amazing achievements of 
each civilisation. They will 
explore when and why writing 
and number systems started 
to be used, find out how trade 
developed, investigate ancient 
structures such as the 
Egyptian pyramids and 
Sumerian ziggurats, as well as 
explore other inventions from 
the wheel to the toilet! 

The Year 4 class will learn 
what happened in Britain after 
the Romans left in the 5th 
century with these fantastic 
Anglo-Saxons KS2 History 
lessons for Year 3 and Year 4. 
Using the mysterious burial 
ship at Sutton Hoo as a basis, 
the class will explore where 
the Anglo-Saxons came from, 
how they came to settle in 
Britain, along with the Picts 
and Scots of the north, how 
Christianity became the 
predominant religion and 
much, much more. 

The children will uncover the 
mysteries of the Mayan 
civilisation with this fascinating 
The Maya cross-curricular 
topic for Year 4. They will start 
by taking a trip deep into the 
rainforests of Central America 
as they explore Mayan ruins 
and from there embark on a 
journey that will help uncover 
the life, society and civilisation 
of both ancient and modern 
Mayan people. 

Key Knowledge: 
 
 
 

-children know what the term 
‘prehistory’ means  
-children know the names of the 
three periods of prehistory  
-children know what kind of animals 
early humans encountered 
-children know where early humans 
lived 
-children know what happened to 
Britain’s coastline when the ice 
sheets of the last Ice Age retreated  
-children know where Doggerland is  
-children know where and when 
agriculture was developed 
-children know when people in 
Britain started farming 

-children know the terms ‘invade’ 
and ‘settle 
-children know why people have 
invaded and settled in Britain in the 
past 
-children know when the Celts lived 
in Britain  
Children know what Celtic daily life 
was like 
-children know who Boudicca was 
and what she did 
-children know that history is 
represented in different ways by 
different people 
-children know why Boudica’s revolt 
failed 

-children know that different 
groups of people had different 
rights and roles in ancient 
Egyptians society 
-children know that the ancient 
Egyptians worshipped lots of 
different gods and goddesses 
-children know that the pyramids 
of Egypt were the tombs of the 
pharaohs 
-children know what a Pharaoh is  
-children know who had most and 
least power in ancient Egyptian 
society 
-Children know what the life of a 
Pharaoh was like 

-children know what the word 
‘civilisation’ means 
-children know the approximate 
dates of some of the earliest 
civilisations 
-children know the locations of 
some of the earliest civilisations 
-children know when people first 
started using a writing system 
-children know why writing 
systems were necessary 
-children know that writing 
systems developed over time 
-children know why people 
started trading 
-children know why people 
started using tokens for trading 

-children know what an 
archaeologist does and why they 
excavate certain sites 
-children know who the Scots 
were and where they lived 
-children know who the Picts 
were and where they lived 
-children understand that there 
were tensions between the 
Scots, Picts and Anglo-Saxons 
-children know that some people 
in Britain were Christians before 
the Anglo-Saxons invaded 
-children know that Anglo-
Saxons were pagans when they 
came to Britain 

-children know where 
Mesoamerica is on a world map 
-children know how the Mayan 
ruins were discovered by 
Europeans 
-children know how 
archaeologists use evidence to 
find out about the past 
-children know that the Mayan 
civilisation was organised in city 
states 
-children know that Mayan 
society was organised in a 
pyramid system with high and 
low ranks 
-children know that the Maya 
worshipped many different gods 



 

 

-children know what Stonehenge is 
and how the landscape developed 
-children know how bronze is made  
-children know how people were 
buried in the Bronze Age 
-children know what happened to the 
climate at the end of the Bronze Age  
-children know how iron is made 
-children know what Iron Age houses 
were like 
-children know what happened at the 
end of the Iron Age 
-children know what the three ages 
of prehistory are 
-children know how long British 
prehistory is 
-children can explain how life 
changed in Britain during prehistory 

-Children know some of the things 
the Romans invented and introduced 
to Britain 
  

-Children know the names of some 
of the ancient Egyptian gods and 
goddesses.  
 
 

-children know when money was 
first used 
-children understand why writing 
and number systems developed 
-children know that number 
systems varied between early 
civilisations 
-children know that early 
civilisations developed other 
areas of mathematics, e.g. 
weights and measures 
-children know how buildings 
developed over time 
 

-children understand that other 
people have different 
interpretations 
-children understand why they 
told stories like Beowulf 
 

-children know some of the ways 
in which Maya worshipped 
-children know that the Maya 
developed their own writing 
system 
-children know that we can learn 
a lot about the Maya from the 
writing they left behind 
-children know that the Maya 
developed a calendar based on 
astronomical observation 
-children know that Mayan city 
states often recorded battles on 
stelae 
-children know that the Mayan 
civilisation declined c.900 AD  

Key Skills: 
 
 

-children can describe how we can 
find out about the prehistoric past 
-children can explain how and when 
people first came to Britain 
-children can describe what 
Mesolithic life was like 
-children can explain how life 
changed in Britain during prehistory 

-children can place the Romans on a 
timeline 
-children can give reasons as to why 
the Romans invaded Britain  
-children can describe what the 
Roman army was like 
-children can try to imagine what life 
was like for a Roman soldier. 
-children can use sources to find out 
about Celtic daily life 
-children can represent their 
understanding in different ways 
-children can explain the events of 
Boudicca’s revolt 
-children can explain their own point 
of view 
-children can explain some aspects of 
Roman life 
-children can ask and answer 
questions 
-Children can select and record 
information 
-Children can identify aspects of our 
lives that are affected by the Roman 
rule in Britain 
-children can suggest what life would 
have been like in Britain if the 
Romans had never arrived 

-children can identify and describe 
the different groups of society in 
ancient Egypt 
-children can identify some of the 
most famous ancient Egyptian 
pharaohs and explain why they are 
remembered 
-children can express their 
knowledge of ancient Egyptian 
gods and goddesses in a variety of 
way 
-children can describe some of the 
ancient Egyptian beliefs in life after 
death 
-children can suggest ways in 
which we can learn about ancient 
Egypt from the pyramids that have 
survived 
-children can describe some of the 
inventions of the ancient Egyptian 
-children can evaluate some of the 
biggest achievements of the 
ancient Egyptian civilization 
-children can suggest how the 
inventions and achievements of 
the ancient Egyptians impact our 
lives today 

-children can make predictions 
about the dates of inventions 
based on their historical 
knowledge 
-children can use a variety of 
sources of information to help 
them answer questions 
-children can evaluate what they 
have found out and use this to 
describe the inventions of early 
civilisations 
-children can identify buildings of 
the earliest civilisations 
-children can describe or suggest 
how early buildings were 
constructed 
-children can describe the main 
achievements of the earliest 
civilisations 
-children can express their 
knowledge in a variety of ways 
-children can use evidence they 
have gathered to ask and answer 
questions 

-children can study objects and 
answer questions about them 
-children can make suggestions 
about what the objects 
discovered at Sutton Hoo tell us 
about the person buried there 
-children can explain the 
difference between invasion and 
settlement 
-children can place the Anglo-
Saxons on a timeline 
-children can identify on a map 
where the Anglo- Saxons came 
from 
-children can use generate 
questions to explore relating to 
everyday life in Anglo-Saxon 
times 
-children can use a variety of 
historical sources to find out 
about everyday life 
-children can compare the lives 
of rich and poor Anglo-Saxons 
-children can describe the 
pastimes of different type of 
people in Anglo-Saxon Britain 
-children can infer what life was 
like in Anglo- Saxon times from 
the story of Beowulf 
-children can describe some of 
the factors that helped convert 
Britain to Christianity 
-children can explain the 
evidence for their decisions 
about who the person at Sutton 
Hoo was 

-children can use images to raise 
questions 
-children can deduce facts about 
the Maya from archaeological 
discoveries 
-children can order events 
chronologically 
-children can describe the roles 
of different members of Mayan 
society 
-children can describe how 
religion affected people’s daily 
lives 
-children can generate questions 
-children can use a variety of 
sources to answer questions 
-children can describe what daily 
life was like for the Maya 
-children can offer suggestions 
for why a civilisation may decline 



 

 

-children can make a judgement 
about which evidence is most 
helpful 

Key Vocabulary Prehistoric, Stone Age, Bronze Age, 
Iron Age, species, homo sapiens, 
archaeologist, Paleolithic,  Mesolithic, 
Neolithic, settlement, climate 

Rome, empire, country, republic, 
social classes, ancient, gladiator, 
gods, goddesses, mythology 

Ancient Egypt, ancient, modern, 
landscape, tomb, discovery, 
artefacts, mummification, 
civilization 

Civilisation, approximate, writing 
system, trading, money, number 
system, inventions, construction 

Archeologist, objects, invasion, 
settlement, Anglo-Saxon, Scots, 
Picts, pagan, Christianity  

Anglo-Saxon, Dark Ages, Viking, 
Invasion, settled, control, 
unified, king, battle, Norman 
Conquest, Battle of Hastings, era 

National Curriculum 
Links 

changes in Britain from the Stone Age 
to the Iron Age 

the Roman Empire and its impact on 
Britain 

the achievements of the earliest 
civilizations – an overview of 
where and when the first 
civilizations appeared and a depth 
study of one of the following: 
Ancient Sumer; The Indus Valley; 
Ancient Egypt; The Shang Dynasty 
of Ancient China 

the achievements of the earliest 
civilizations – an overview of 
where and when the first 
civilizations appeared and a 
depth study of one of the 
following: Ancient Sumer; The 
Indus Valley; Ancient Egypt; The 
Shang Dynasty of Ancient China 

Britain’s settlement by Anglo-
Saxons and Scots 

a non-European society that 
provides contrasts with British 
history – one study chosen from: 
early Islamic civilization, 
including a study of Baghdad c. 
AD 900; Mayan civilization c. AD 
900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 
900-1300. 

 
 
In Upper Key Stage 2, pupils will study: 
 

Topic Vikings v Anglo-Saxons 
Y5 

Shang Dynasty 
Y5 

Who were the Ancient Greeks?  
Y5 

Crime and Punishment 
Y6 

 

Local Study 
Y6 

 

How has Life in Britain 
changed since 1948? 

Y6 
Overview Year 5 will learn about the Viking 

and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the 
kingdom of England and how 
England became a unified 
country. They will explore where 
the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings 
came from, how they fought for 
territory and power, and how their 
fighting ultimately led to the 
kingdom of England we know 
today. Along the way, they will 
also find out what life was like for 
everyday people living in Anglo-
Saxon and Viking Britain, 
exploring things such as Viking 
runes and Anglo-Saxon stories 
like Beowulf. 

The Shang Dynasty of ancient 
China is a fascinating and 
pivotal era in Chinese history, 
full of innovation and 
advances, which come to life 
in your classroom with this 
Shang Dynasty unit. The 
children in Year 5 will find out 
what the Bronze Age was like 
in China, consulting ancient 
history books and 
archaeological finds to 
compare evidence and draw 
conclusions about a wide 
range of features, meaning 
that they improve their 
historical knowledge and their 
historical enquiry skills also. 

This unit takes Year 5 back to 
one of the most fascinating 
civilisations in history as they 
explore ancient Greece and its 
many wonders. Through this 
series of ancient Greece lesson 
plans, the class will discover the 
people, the inventions, the art, 
the technology and the 
mythology of the ancient 
Greeks, 

The Crime and Punishment unit 
for Year 6 will take the class on 
a journey through British history 
as they discover how crime and 
punishment has changed 
throughout the ages. Beginning 
with the Romans and traveling 
right through to the present day, 
the children will learn how 
changes in society create 
changes in the kind of crimes 
that are committed, as well as 
the ways in which they are 
punished. 

In this topic our children will 
gain an understanding of 
what daily life at the castle 
looked like a long time ago. 
They will learn how 
Pontefract Castle came about 
and some of the key figures 
over time. They will begin to 
understand cause and 
consequence and how this 
meant there were many 
significant people grace 
Pontefract Castle over time. 
Children will understand the 
changes over time at the 
castle and begin to make 
comparisons/ ask and 
answer questions. They will 
recognise that many of these 
are negative consequences 
and as a result there were 
new rulers of the castle each 
time. The children will also 
gain an understanding of the 
significance of Pontefract for 
the growing of liquorice. They 
will learn that there was a 
high demand for liquorice e 
and why. 

The twentieth century was one 
of the most exciting and fast-
moving centuries of all time 
with countless technological, 
social and political 
developments. This Year 6 
'Britain since 1948' unit gives 
the children a decade-by-
decade look at the changes in 
Britain over this period, 
focusing on areas such as 
home life, work life, population, 
popular culture and 
technology.  

Key Knowledge: 
 
 

-children know why this period is 
often referred to as the Dark Ages 
-children know when the Vikings 
first invaded Britain 

-children know what different 
sources of evidence there are for 
learning about the past 
-children know where and when 
the Shang Dynasty was in power 

-children understand the terms AD 
and BC 
-children understand the idea of a 
democracy 

-children know how crime was 
detected in Roman times 
-children know how criminals were 
tried in Roman times 

-children know that after 
William the Conqueror became 
king, he rewarded Ilbert De Lacy 
with the Honour of Pontefract. 
–children know Ilbert De Lacy 

-children understand the 
difference between a primary 
and a secondary source 



 

 

-children know that the Vikings 
settled in Britain  
-children know that by 1016, 
England was a unified country under 
the control of a single king 
-children know that the Battle of 
Hastings ended the era of Anglo-
Saxon and Viking rule in Britain 

-children know why the Shang 
invented writing 
-children know why the Shang 
invented a calendar 
-children know what the Shang 
Dynasty achieved 
-children know when the Shang 
Dynasty ended according to 
evidence and history 
-children know the features of 
the oracle bones script? 

-children know what kinds of 
weapons and armour the ancient 
Greeks used 
-children know some of the ancient 
Greek myths 
-children know the climate and 
physical features of mainland 
Greece and its islands 
-children know some of the 
differences between Athens and 
Sparta and know reasons for these 
differences 
-children know what daily life was 
like for citizens of ancient Greece 
 
 

-children know what the most 
common crime of the time was 
-children know what the 
punishments for theft, treason, 
murder and heresy were 
-children know which crimes 
became common during this 
period and why 
-children know which aspects of 
crime and punishment stayed the 
same between the medieval period 
and the early modern period   
-children know which types of 
crimes became lesson common in 
this period and why 

built Pontefract Castle on the 
site of the Anglo Saxon manor.  
–children know King John 
confiscated the castle when 
Roger de Lacy died and made 
his heir pay a huge fine. 
-children know John de Lacy 
joined the rebel barons and 
forced King John to sign the 
Magna Carta.  
-children know the Magna Carta 
was a document which was put 
together by some the barons 
who were unhappy with the 
way King John was ruling 
England and allowed them to 
keep their land. 
-children know liquorice was 
brought to England by crusaders 
and was grown around 
Pontefrcat castle.  
-children know liquorice was 
farmed and used for medicinal 
purposes.  
-children know George Dunhill 
an apothecary added sugar to 
the root to make a lozenge 
which is still made today.  
-children know Famer Copley is 
the only modern day farm to 
grow liquorice in this country. 

-children know that the type of 
information available depends 
on the period studied 
-children understand what life 
was like in Britain during the 
1960s?  
-children know some of the main 
changes that have taken place 
since 1948 

Key Skills: 
 
 
 

-children can explain how the Anglo-
Saxons came to Britain 
-children can give an overview of 
what life was like in the 8th century 
before the Viking invasions 
-children can offer reasons for why 
the Vikings invaded 
-children can recognise and describe 
the different perspectives of the 
Viking invasions 
-children can use a variety of sources 
to gather information 
-children can describe how the 
Vikings gained control of the 
northeast of England 
-children can describe the role King 
Alfred played in making England a 
unified country 
-children can suggest reasons why 
he was dubbed ‘Great’ 
-children can use a variety of sources 
of information to find out the life of 
King Alfred 

-children can describe the 
advantages and disadvantages of 
different sources of evidence 
-children can name some of the 
Shang rulers and what they did 
according to the history books 
-children can suggest what 
makes a history book accurate or 
inaccurate 
-children can describe how the 
history books say the Shang 
Dynasty ended 
-children can suggest why 
learning about leaders is 
important? 
-children can explain what 
happened to Shang rulers when 
they died 
-children can describe the 
objects that were buried with 
Shang rulers 
-children can suggest why 
people and animals were 

-children can locate Greece on a 
map and ancient Greece on a 
timeline 
-children can explain how the 
ancient Greek civilisation was 
organized 
-children can give reasons why the 
ancient Greeks needed both an 
army and a navy 
-children can describe some of the 
battle tactics used by the ancient 
Greeks 
-children can name some of the 
Olympian gods 
-children can find out information 
about ancient Greek beliefs from a 
range of sources 
-children can ask and answer 
questions about daily life in ancient 
Greece 
-children can use a range of 
sources to help them find out 
historical facts 

-children can suggest ways in which 
crime changes over time 
-children can describe basic ways in 
which punishment for crime 
changes over time 
-children can define terms relating 
to crime and punishment, such as 
judge, jury, lawyer, pillory, etc. 
-children can describe some 
common punishments for criminals 
in Roman times 
-children can describe how crime 
would usually be punished in the 
Anglo-Saxon/Viking world 
-children can describe how people 
involved gods in the punishment of 
criminals 
-children can describe how 
criminals were caught in the 
medieval and Tudor periods 
-children can explain the three 
main types of courts in the 
medieval and Tudor periods 

-children can explain why 
Pontefract Castle was built. 
-children can explain who King 
John was and what type of ruler 
he was 
-children can explain why John 
De Lacy was unhappy and why 
he forced King John to sign the 
Magna Carter. 
-children can explain what the 
Magna Cater was and why is it 
is historically important.  
-children can explain how 
liquorice came to be grown 
around Pontefract castle and 
what is was used for. 
-children can describe how 
George Dunhill changed 
liquorice into a lozenge which is 
still made today.  
-children can explain the 
significance and the impact 
liquorice has had on Pontefract 
 

-children can place objects and 
events into the correct decade 
-children can offer suggestions 
for why changes have taken 
place 
-children can identify a range of 
historical sources 
-children can identify and 
describe some of the main 
events of the 1950s 
-children can suggest what life 
was like in Britain during the 
1950s 
-children can use information 
from a variety of sources to find 
out information about the 1950s 
-children can identify and 
describe some of the main 
events of the 1960s 

- children can demonstrate their 
knowledge of the period in a 
variety of ways 



 

 

-children can describe what life was 
like for Vikings in Britain 
-children can identify differences 
between Viking and Anglo-Saxon life 
-children can identify similarities 
between Viking and Anglo-Saxon life 
-children can name the key historical 
figures and describe their role in 
events 
-children can discuss causes and 
effects of historical events 
-children can describe the main 
events surrounding the Norman 
conquest  

sacrificed during the Shang 
Dynasty 
-children can describe what kind 
of houses ordinary people lived 
in during the Shang Dynasty 
-children can describe what 
people ate during the Shang 
Dynasty 
-children can use evidence to 
describe a day in the life of an 
ordinary person during the 
Shang Dynasty 

-children can describe some of the 
things that were started in ancient 
Greece that we still do or use today 
-children can name some famous 
ancient Greeks 
-children can discuss how different 
our civilisation would be if the 
ancient Greeks hadn’t existed 
-children can summarise what they 
have learnt about ancient Greece 
-children can recall facts about 
ancient Greece 
-children can recall specific details 
such as dates and names 

-children can describe which 
punishments were new during this 
period 
-children can describe changes in 
the way crime was detected 
-children can explain the major 
changes in the way crimes were 
punished 
-children can describe what 
different types of crimes there 
have been over the ages 
-children can describe how crime 
prevention and detection has 
changed over the ages 
-children can describe how 
punishment for criminal activity 
has changed over the ages 

-children can identify and 
describe some of the main events 
of the 1970s 
-children can suggest some of the 
positive and negative aspects of 
life in Britain during the 1970s 
-children can demonstrate their 
knowledge of the period in a 
variety of ways 
-children can identify and 
describe some of the main events 
of the 1980s 
-children can suggest what life 
was like in Britain during the 
1980s 
-children can demonstrate their 
knowledge of the period in a 
variety of ways 
-children can identify and 
describe some of the main events 
and characteristics of the 1990s 
-children can find connections 
between some of the changes 
that have occurred since 1948 
-children can summarise how life 
in Britain has changed since 1948 

Key Vocabulary Vikings, Anglo-Saxons, Dark Ages, 
invaded, perspectives, settled, raids, 
control, unified, king, Norman 
conquest, Battle of Hastings, rule 

Shang Dynasty, ancient China, 
advantages, disadvantages, 
timeline, period, modern, 
archaeological evidence, oracle 
bones, society, jade, bronze, 
ceramic, Zhou army 

Greece, ancient Greece, AD, BC, 
climate, island, mainland, 
civilization, Athens, Sparta, 
democracy, army, navy, weapons, 
armour, battle, citizens 

Crime, punishment, judge, jury, 
lawyer, pillory, criminal, common, 
courts, medieval, Tudor, theft, 
treason, murder, heresy, 
prevention, detection  

William the Conqueror and 
Ilbert, King John, ruling, reign, 
significant event, ruler, 
conqueror, royalist, politician, 
heritage. Pontefract Liquorice 
Festival, medicinal, growth, 
sweets, George Dunhill, past 
and present, Pontefract Castle, 
harvest. 

Decade, primary source, 
secondary source, period, 
technology, population, popular 
culture, economy, Prime 
Minister, influential  

National Curriculum 
Links 

the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle 
for the Kingdom of England to the 
time of Edward the Confessor 

the achievements of the earliest 
civilizations – an overview of 
where and when the first 
civilizations appeared and a 
depth study of one of the 
following: Ancient Sumer; The 
Indus Valley; Ancient Egypt; The 
Shang Dynasty of Ancient China 

Ancient Greece – a study of Greek 
life and achievements and their 
influence on the western world 

a study of an aspect or theme in 
British history that extends pupils’ 
chronological knowledge beyond 
1066 

a local history study a study of an aspect or theme in 
British history that extends 
pupils’ chronological knowledge 
beyond 1066 

 
 


