
Wakefield Music Education Hub 

                            Yearly Overview:  Whole Class 1st Access CLASS PERCUSSION 

 

AUTUMN 
TERM 

Exploring 
Rhythm         

&             
Pulse 

 

KEY VOCAB 

PULSE Beat     RHYTHM Crotchets, quavers, semi quaver,  minim, semi breve   DYNAMICS Piano,  Forte,  Loud,  Soft, diminuendo, crescendo     

PITCH high low  TEXTURE  thick,  thin,   TIMBRE   squeaky, mellow,  rich, tinny                                                                                                                                   

UN-TUNED INSTRUMENTS cabasa, claves, triangle, egg shaker, tambourine, wood block, drum, tulip block, temple bells, agogo bells, maracas                            

TUNED INSTRUMENTS  glockenspiel, bass xylophone, alto metallophone, chime bars, bells,                                                                                                   

PLAYING INSTRUMENTS tap, shake, scrape, beater, bounce, tuned, un-tuned, ostinato, melody, accompaniment, structure, tempo, speed, timing                                                                                                                                                                                   

 

OUTCOMES 

Exceeding:  Recognise and play crotchet, quaver, semi quaver and minims. Play a longer tuned ostinato of up to 5 notes. Hold beaters correctly 

& alternate hands when playing tuned percussion.                                                                                                                                                                          

Expected:    Accurately copy back simple 4 beat phrases. Recognise and play frog and tadpole rhythms. Demonstrate an awareness of others 

when playing.  Compose and play tunes of up to 5 notes. Play a tuned ostinato of up to 5 notes.                                                                                        

Emerging:  Find and internalise the pulse using movement. Accurately copy back simple 4 beat phrases. Confidently play a full range of 

percussion with good technique. Maintain a simple 4 beat un-tuned ostinato as an accompaniment. 

 

SPRING  
TERM 

Improvisation 
& 

Composition 

 

KEY VOCAB 

PULSE Beat     RHYTHM Crotchets, quavers, semi quaver,  minim, semi breve   DYNAMICS Piano,  Forte,  Loud,  Soft, diminuendo, crescendo     
PITCH high low  treble clef, stave, notation, octave,  TEXTURE  thick,  thin, sections, layers  TIMBRE   squeaky, mellow,  rich, tinny                                                                                                                          
UN-TUNED INSTRUMENTS cabasa, claves, triangle, egg shaker, tambourine, wood block, drum, tulip block, temple bells, agogo bells, maracas                             
TUNED INSTRUMENTS  glockenspiel, bass xylophone, alto metallophone, chime bars, bells,                                                                                            
PLAYING INSTRUMENTS tap, shake, scrape, beater, bounce, tuned, un-tuned, ostinato, melody, accompaniment, structure, tempo, speed, timing, 
improvise, compose, perform, rondo form, binary form, ternary form, sing, chant, rap                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

 

OUTCOMES 

Exceeding:  Accurately copy back more complex 8 beat phrases. Improvise repeated patterns on tuned and un-tuned percussion. Perform in a 

solo context. Compose and play longer tunes of up to 8 notes. Play a longer tuned ostinato of up to 8 notes.                                                                                                          

Expected:   Accurately copy back & play simple 8 beat phrase. Recognise and play crotchet, quaver, semi quaver and minims. Improvise short 

repeated patterns. Use their voices with increasing accuracy, fluency, control & expression.  Hold beaters correctly & alternate hands when 

playing tuned percussion. Compose and play tunes of up to 5 notes. Play a longer 8 beat tuned ostinato of up to 5 notes.                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Emerging:  Find and internalise the pulse using movement. Accurately copy back simple 4 beat phrases. Recognise and play frog and tadpole 

rhythms. Confidently play a full range of percussion with good technique. Maintain a simple 4 beat tuned ostinato as an accompaniment. 

 

SUMMER 
TERM 

Performing  
&   

Appraising 

 

KEY VOCAB 

PULSE Beat     RHYTHM Crotchets, quavers, semi quaver,  minim, semi breve   DYNAMICS Piano,  Forte,  Loud,  Soft, diminuendo, crescendo     
PITCH high low  treble clef, stave, notation, octave,  TEXTURE  thick,  thin, sections, layers  TIMBRE   squeaky, mellow,  rich, tinny                                                                                                                          
UN-TUNED INSTRUMENTS cabasa, claves, triangle, egg shaker, tambourine, wood block, drum, tulip block, temple bells, agogo bells, maracas                             
TUNED INSTRUMENTS  glockenspiel, bass xylophone, alto metallophone, chime bars, bells, PLAYING INSTRUMENTS tap, shake, scrape, beater, 
bounce, tuned, un-tuned, ostinato, melody, accompaniment, structure, tempo, speed, timing, improvise, compose, perform, rondo form, binary 
form, ternary form, audience, appraise, evaluate, sing, chant, rap, syncopated, flat, sharp, natural                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

 

OUTCOMES 

Exceeding:  Accurately copy back & play 8 beat syncopated rhythmic phrases and improvise longer repeated patterns. Perform in a solo context and make a 

good evaluation of own and others performances using recordings. Play longer 8 beat syncopated patterns on tuned percussion. Improvise longer repeated 

patterns on tuned percussion.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Expected:  Accurately copy back & play simple 8 beat phrase. Recognise and play crotchet, quaver, semi quaver and minims. Improvise short repeated 

patterns. Use their voices with increasing accuracy, fluency, control & expression.  Hold beaters correctly & alternate hands when playing tuned percussion. 

Compose and play tunes of up to 5 notes. Play a longer 8 beat tuned ostinato of up to 5 notes. Play 4 beat syncopated patterns on tuned percussion. Perform 

to an audience and appraise the performance stating areas for improvement.                                                                                                                                                                                  

Emerging:  Find and internalise the pulse using movement. Accurately copy back simple 4 beat phrases. Recognise and play frog and tadpole rhythms. 

Demonstrate an awareness of others when playing.  Confidently play a full range of percussion with good technique. Maintain a simple 8 beat un-tuned 

ostinato as an accompaniment. Maintain a simple 4 beat tuned ostinato as an accompaniment. 

 

PROGRAMMES OF STUDY 

Pupils should be taught to:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Play & perform in solo & ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control & 

expression.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Improvise & compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Listen with attention to detail & recall sounds with increasing aural memory                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Use & understand staff & other musical notations                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Appreciate & understand wide range of high quality live & recorded music drawn from different traditions & from the great composers.                                                                                                                                                                                                

Develop an understanding of the history of music 

                                                                                                                                                               

Yearly Objectives: Inter-related Dimensions of Music 

                                                                                                                                                                      

Yearly Objectives: Instrument Specific Skills   

1. Listen with concentration, to a variety of music from different styles, traditions 
and times.  

2. Find and internalise the pulse using movement. 
3. Accurately copy back simple 4 beat phrases 
4. Recognise and play frog and tadpole rhythms. 
5. Demonstrate an awareness of others when playing 
6. Perform as part of a group to an audience & appraise the performance. 
7. Sing & perform a variety of different pieces in different styles & cultures. 
8. Accurately copy back & play simple 8 beat phrases 
9. Recognise and play crotchet, quaver, semi quaver and minims 
10. Improvise short repeated patterns 
11. Use their voices with increasing accuracy, fluency, control & expression 
12. Perform to an audience and be able to make a good appraisal 
13. Accurately copy back more complex 8 beat phrases 
14. Accurately copy back &  play 8 beat syncopated rhythmic phrases 
15. Improvise longer repeated patterns 
16. Perform in a solo context. 

 

1. Confidently play a full range of percussion with good technique 

2. Maintain a simple 8 beat un-tuned ostinato as an accompaniment 

3. Maintain a simple 4 beat tuned ostinato as an accompaniment      

4. Hold beaters correctly & alternate  hands when playing tuned percussion 

5. Compose and play tunes of up to 5 notes 

6. Play a longer 8 beat tuned ostinato of up to 5 notes 

7. Play 4 beat syncopated patterns on tuned percussion 

8. Play & maintain syncopated 4 & 3 beat ostinati as an accompaniment 

9. Compose and play longer tunes of up to 8 notes 

10. Play a longer tuned ostinato of up to 8 notes 

11. Play longer 8 beat  syncopated patterns on tuned percussion 

12. Improvise longer repeated patterns on tuned percussion 

 


